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and transacting business in all due form and regularity,
is never expected to be acquainted in detail with the
contents of affidavits sworn before him. Nor in other
cases is it considered necessary for those before
whom affidavits are made, to examine into their
allegations ; it is sufficient if they are regularly
sworn: and that the affidavits presented at Lucknow
were regularly sworn, was in evidence on Hastings's
trial. The affidavits may, or may not, have been
collected in a hurry by""Hastings and his friends;
but with this the Chief Justice had nothing to do ; and
as more than two months had elapsed between the in-
surrection at Benares and the arrival of the Chief
Justice at Lucknow, and as Hastings was never taken
by surprise, but always methodical, it is presumable
that the affidavits had not been collected in a hurry. It
has been imputed to my father, not merely as an irre-
gularity, but as a crime, that he did not read the affi-
davits ; but I trust it has been shown that there was not
even so much as irregularity in his not reading them.
It has been said by Mr. Macaulay that he could not
read them, if he had wished, as they were in Persian
and Hindustanee, and as no interpreter was employed.
Sir Elijah's moonshee, or interpreter, was with him
during the whole time, and the Chief Justice himself
was an excellent Persian and Arabic scholar, and spoke
fluently the Bengalee, if not the Hindustanee dialect.
This is the single instance in which Mr. Macaulay,
in republishing his review as an essay, acknowledges
that he may have been detected in an error by Mr.
Mac Farlane. He concludes that Mr. Mac Farlane
must have had private sources of information. This is
true; but Mr. Mac Farlane also derived the fact that
Sir Elijah Impey was well acquainted with Persian and
Bengalee, from public documents, which were as open
to Mr. Macaulay as to himself, and which Mr. Macaulay
ought to have read, before asserting, in his trenchant
manner, that Sir Elijah was ignorant of the official lan-
guage of the country, and of Hindustanee. Mr. Bogle,
the gentleman who had travelled into Bootan, and
as respectable and as trustworthy a witness as any one
of the hundreds who were examined in the whole course
of these India proceedings, affirmed that Sir Elijah